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Workers Compensation

• Workers Compensation insurance 

provides benefits to employees that 

have work related injuries

– Pays for medical expenses

– Wage replacement for lost time

• Workers’ Compensation requirements 

vary from state to state
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What is Workers’ Compensation? 

▪ Laws designed as a means of providing 
medical and disability benefits to employees 
who suffer occupational injuries or diseases

• All 50 states, each have their own individual 
workers’ compensation laws

• All states have statutes that provide 
requirements for employers and employees

• Some differences – time period to report claim, 
length of time benefits are available & how 
impairment is paid



Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide Mutual 

Insurance Company..  All rights reserved.

History of Workers’ Compensation

• Before  individual states 

enacted its workers 

compensation laws, injured 

workers had little recourse or 

protection

• Workers had to prove that the 

employer had been negligent 

and the worker was free from 

negligence
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Objectives of Workers’ Compensation 

System

• Pay adequate benefits promptly to injured 

workers

• Eliminate the delays and costs of 

litigation

• Establish a guaranteed benefit payment 

to be secured by a form of insurance

• Promote industrial safety

• Pay for medical services
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Compromise Between Workers and 

Employers

• Transfer jurisdiction to resolve 
disputes from court system to 
state administrative agencies

• Worker forfeits claims for full 
damages in exchange for more 
modest compensation

• Employer forfeits potential 
immunity which may bar a worker 
from recovery (i.e. contributory 
negligence)



Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide Mutual 

Insurance Company..  All rights reserved.



Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide Mutual 

Insurance Company..  All rights reserved.

“Exclusive Remedy” 

Doctrine

• Provides employers immunity from 
common law actions brought by workers 
seeking payment for work related injuries.

• Provides workers with a “schedule” of 
benefits in exchange for giving up the right 
to sue employer in court.

• Some states have chipped away at the 
“Exclusive Remedy” doctrine.
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Types of WC Benefits

Although benefits vary by state some common 

ones are:

• Payments for lost wages;

• Payments for medical services;

• Rehabilitation services; and,

• Death benefits.
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Policy Limits

• No Policy Limits in Workers Compensation

– Benefits are owed until recovery from injury or 

illness and the person no longer needs care for 

the injury or illness

– The person may no longer get lost wages but 

may be getting medical care

– In the case of a fatality we may have to pay 

wages for the life of the spouse (State law 

determines this)
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Coverage of WC Laws

• Virtually all industrial employment is covered by 

workers compensation 

• Some employers are exempt with less than a 

certain amount of employees as dictated by the 

laws of each state

• Some exclude certain employments (i.e. farm 

labor, domestic servants, casual employees)

• Some states require an employer to carry workers’ 

compensation even if you have one employee
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Workers Compensation Insurance

• Workers Compensation insurance

– Pays the benefits that are due to the 

employee according the state laws of 

the jurisdictional state.

– They also do any administrative filings 

that are necessary in that state. 
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CT Workers Compensation 

Insurance

• CT Resources

• https://wcc.state.

ct.us/download/

acrobat/Info-

Packet.pdf
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CT Workers Compensation 

Insurance

• Medical Treatment
– Initial

– Choice of MD

• Treatment can be 
dictated by whether 
employer 
participates in an 
approved medical 
care plan (Panel)
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Insurance



Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide Mutual 

Insurance Company..  All rights reserved.

CT Workers Compensation 

Insurance



Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide Mutual 

Insurance Company..  All rights reserved.

Nationwide Insurance

If you are interested in WC 

coverage from Nationwide, 

call your local Nationwide 

agent.

“We’re on your side!”


